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SEARCHAlthough video games may seem to be

disconnected from reality, in-game

advertising (IGA) often isn’t a far cry from the
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posters, and logos displayed on boards at

sporting events are the most popular types of

ads we see outdoors, but the rise of in-game

advertising is bringing these forms of

advertising to popular video games.

In this blog post, we explore seven examples of in-

game advertising and learn about their benefits.
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Summary

What Is In-Game
Advertising?
Banners, video ads, audio ads, mini-games that

present a certain brand in a computer, mobile or

console game are types of in-game advertising (IGA).

The most popular types of IGA are statics ads,

dynamic ads and gamevertising.

What Are The
Benefits of In-
Game Advertising?
The in-game advertising market is growing at a

breakneck pace. At the end of 2024 the industry is

expected to be worth $56 billion USD. A wide

spectrum of benefits follows this number. As we think

about business advantages in-game advertising

provides, the most important ones are bonded with

revenue, engagement, and communication with the

proper audience.

Let’s look at some case studies.

Increased Revenue
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A well-thought strategy, high-quality standards and

negotiating direct contracts via an ad agency helped

ABCya to increase their year-over-year ad revenue by

89%. The company creates educational games for

school-aged children, with their priority being to

maintain safe content. With in-game advertising, they

managed to keep the platform free to use and drive

additional profit.

Playable and static ads displayed on the screen while

playing games on ABCya’s platform

More Engaged Players
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Rockstar Energy Drink partnered with Codemasters

Racing on the game Dirt 2. They created a 5-week-

long event with weekly prizes, known as the Rockstar

Energy Drink Race Challenge. Players could drive an

Aston Martin Vanquish with Rockstar livery and win

gift cards, headsets, bags, t-shirts etc. The game was

available on the main consoles and platforms,

including Xbox, Steam and PlayStation.

The results? Gamers took part in challenges, engaged

with branded content, and asked other gamers for tips

on how to complete the challenges.

The Rockstar Energy Race Challenge - GRID 2The Rockstar Energy Race Challenge - GRID 2

Rockstar Energy Drink Race Challenge in Dirt 2 (2013)

RedBull, Rockstars’s biggest competitor, went even

further with in-game advertising and created the Solo

Q project (2021). As the official supplier of League of

Legends Championship Series, RedBull gave gamers

the opportunity to win branded PC setups and in-

game prizes by competing against other LoL fans.

Solo Q attracted over 40,000 competitors.
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Precise Targeting

Wiz Khalifa, an American rapper, promoted his 2050

Tour via dynamic ads in several game titles across

Xbox 360 and PS3 consoles. Based on geo-targeting,

the promotion appeared in selected US cities, giving

gamers the opportunity to buy tickets earlier.
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Wiz Khalifa 2050 Tour (2012) promotion visible in a

boxing game. Source: RapidFire.com

Popular In-Game
Advertising
Formats
Advertisers eagerly reach for formats that bring great

value to their target audience and drive engagement,

as in the case of RedBull’s Solo Q. When playing video

games, you’ll most likely spot the following ad

formats:

Rewarded video ads: A player can get in-game

bonuses in exchange for watching a full-screen,

usually unskippable video ad.



Interstitial ads: When completing a level or in-

game activity, a full-screen and clickable ad with a

call-to-action button pops up.



Display banners: This type of banner shows static

or dynamic ads at the top or the bottom of the



https://www.rapidfire.com/portfolio/wiz-khalifa-2050-tour-campaign/
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game’s screen.

Playable ads: A playable demo of a game may

appear while playing another game.



Offerwall: It is a virtual wall with various

opportunities, from installing apps and filling out

surveys to in-game challenges.



Coupon ads: A player can get a unique voucher or

discounts to buy stuff offline.



7 Examples of In-
Game Ads
Advertising messages have taken various forms over

the years. Below, we present some interesting

proposals from the world of digital marketing.

Obama’s Election
Campaign

https://www.npr.org/2012/10/01/162103528/presidential-campaigns-rock-the-gamer-vote?t=1638513393907
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Barack Obama’s election campaign in 2008 moved to

the virtual world. Obama fought for the presidency in

computer games such as Guitar Hero III, Madden NFL

09, NBA Live 08, Burnout Paradise, Nascar 09 and

Need For Speed Carbon, reminding players to vote for

him. In 2012, the president repeated the campaign,

showing his image in NFL Madden 13.

NBA 2K22: The City

Nike and Puma are brands associated with

professional and amateur sports, so it’s no wonder

that Virtual Concepts, authors of NBA 2K22, placed

their logos in the game. The contextual relevance not

only helps complete the gaming experience, but also

drives brand awareness and creates a positive image

of these brands.

NBA 2K22: The CityNBA 2K22: The City

Delicatessen VR and
Adidas

LUDWIG x adidas TERREX -
Delicatessen VR

https://www.polygon.com/2012/10/1/3441892/us-presidential-campaigns-advertising-in-madden-nfl-13-and-online
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KDasyD5m1g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KDasyD5m1g
https://vimeo.com/252329580?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=30828540
https://vimeo.com/user30828540?embedded=true&source=owner_portrait&owner=30828540
https://vimeo.com/252329580?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=30828540
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00:53

Hello LUDWIG

In 2017, Ben Rueck and Delaney Miller, two climbers

sponsored by Adidas, took VR players on an amazing

journey to the top of Bavella mountain range in

Corsica. The player’s task was to play the role of

Delaney, who slipped and fell just before the summit.

Climbing from a first-person POV was a real

experience.

Pete’s Dragon

In 2016, Disney partnered with RapidFire to promote a

remake of the movie Pete’s Dragon. RapidFire utilized

dynamic in-game ads and geo targeting to promote

the movie to Portuguese users in the lead up to the

film’s release.

Pete's Dragon (2016 Film) In-Game AdverPete's Dragon (2016 Film) In-Game Adver……

https://vimeo.com/252329580?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=30828540
https://vimeo.com/user30828540?embedded=true&source=owner_portrait&owner=30828540
https://vimeo.com/252329580?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=30828540
https://vimeo.com/user30828540?embedded=true&source=owner_name&owner=30828540
https://www.thevirtualreport.biz/news/64771/adidas-launches-delicatessen-vr-experience/
https://www.rapidfire.com/news/disney-uses-in-game-advertising-to-promote-the-2016-film-petes-dragon/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iq1YuG1v3ec
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Fortnite and Jordan

On December 1, 2021, Fortnite announced the

continuation of its cooperation with the Jordan brand.

Players can compete for the Air Jordan XI Cool Gray,

the iconic sneaker model, and discover rooms

dedicated to the best players. The MVP gets access to

a virtual museum, a basketball court to test your

abilities and an immersive video that advertises

Jordan brand.

The Air Jordan XI ‘Cool Grey’ comes to FortniteThe Air Jordan XI ‘Cool Grey’ comes to Fortnite

PAIN AXE Jarvis

The PAIN AXE Jarvis ContestThe PAIN AXE Jarvis Contest

https://www.epicgames.com/fortnite/en-US/news/the-jumpman-zone-and-the-air-jordan-xi-cool-grey-come-to-fortnite
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BLZV6RyOmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNYoiWJfN_8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNYoiWJfN_8
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PAIN is an American game inspired by the Jackass

series. The game’s creators decided to cooperate with

AXE, a brand of men’s deodorants, and make a

contest for players. They created the character

Smooth Jarvis, the brand’s representative. The player

shoots Jarvis at obstacles and gets points for aerial

acrobatics while using AXE deodorant at the same

time. Over 200 recordings of the games took part in

the competition.

Tony Hawk: Ride and
Stride

00:44

Stride and Tony Hawk Ride
Integration
ENGAGE

In 2009, Tony Hawk: Ride was released for

PlayStation 3, Xbox 360 and Wii. The game, which

was supposed to be a breakthrough, turned out to be

a flop. While discovering boards and performing

tricks, the players saw ads of Stride, a chewing gum

brand, displayed on billboards and other areas inside

the game and could unlock branded achievements.

https://vimeo.com/88124145
https://vimeo.com/88124145?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=22634824
https://vimeo.com/user22634824?embedded=true&source=owner_portrait&owner=22634824
https://vimeo.com/88124145?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=22634824
https://vimeo.com/user22634824?embedded=true&source=owner_name&owner=22634824
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CTV, OTT, and
Video Advertising

Platform
Development

Services for Tech
Companies

Our AdTech development teams can help

you design and build a custom video

advertising platform for web, mobile,

OTT, and CTV inventory.

VIEW OUR DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

Summary
With in-game advertising (IGA), advertisers can reach

a specific audience of players. Dynamic in-game ads,

static ads, and gamevertising are the three types of

IGA advertisers can utilize to display their products

inside popular video games.

Successful advertising campaigns can increase an

advertiser’s revenue, encourage players to interact

with their brand, and reach the audiences that will

positively respond to the promotions.
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